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What does it mean to describe something or someone as absurd? Why did absurd philosophy and literature
become so popular amidst the violent conflicts and terrors of the mid- to late-twentieth century? Is it possible
to understand absurdity not as a feature of events, but as a psychological posture or stance? If so, what are
the objectives, dynamics, and repercussions of the absurd stance? And in what ways has the absurd stance
continued to shape postmodern thought and contemporary culture?

In Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity, Matthew H. Bowker offers a surprising account of absurdity as a
widespread endeavor to make parts of our experience meaningless. In the last century, he argues, fears about
subjects’ destructive desires have combined with fears about rationality in a way that has made the absurd
stance seem attractive. Drawing upon diverse sources from philosophy, literature, politics, psychoanalysis,
theology, and contemporary culture, Bowker identifies the absurd effort to make aspects of our histories, our
selves, and our public projects meaningless with postmodern revolts against reason and subjectivity.
Weaving together analyses of the work of Albert Camus, Georges Bataille, Judith Butler, Emmanuel
Levinas, and others with interview data and popular narratives of apocalypse and survival, Bowker shows
that the absurd stance and the postmodern revolt invite a kind of bargain, in which meaning is sacrificed in
exchange for the survival of innocence. Bowker asks us to consider that the very premise of this bargain is
false: that ethical subjects and healthy communities cannot be created in absurdity. Instead, we must make
meaningful even the most shocking losses, terrors, and destructive powers with which we live.

Bowker's book will be of interest to scholars and practitioners in the fields of political science, philosophy,
literature, psychoanalysis, sociology, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Stewart Moore:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity,
and the Survival of Innocence (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory). Try to make the book Rethinking
the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence (Routledge
Innovations in Political Theory) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone
and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Edward Cooley:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Rethinking the
Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence (Routledge Innovations
in Political Theory) book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Etsuko Siler:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity:
Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Christina Webb:

Beside this particular Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival
of Innocence (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence



(Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from
now!
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