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Contemporary observers of politics in America often reduce democracy to demography. Whatever portion of
the vote not explained by the class, gender, race, and religious differences of voters is attributed to the
candidates' positions on the issues of the day. But are these the only--or even the main--factors that
determine the vote?

The Performance of Politics develops a new way of looking at democratic struggles for power, explaining
what happened, and why, during the 2008 presidential campaign in the United States. Drawing on vivid
examples taken from a range of media coverage, participant observation at a Camp Obama, and interviews
with leading political journalists, Jeffrey Alexander argues that images, emotion, and performance are the
central features of the battle for power. While these features have been largely overlooked by pundits, they
are, in fact, the primary foci of politicians and their staff. Obama and McCain painstakingly constructed
heroic self-images for their campaigns and the successful projections of those images suffused not only each
candidate's actual rallies, and not only their media messages, but also the ground game. Money and
organization facilitate the ground game, but they do not determine it. Emotion, images, and performance do.
Though an untested senator and the underdog in his own party, Obama succeeded in casting himself as the
hero--and McCain the anti-hero--and the only candidate fit to lead in challenging times.

Illuminating the drama of Obama's celebrity, the effect of Sarah Palin on the race, and the impact of the
emerging financial crisis, Alexander's engaging narrative marries the immediacy and excitement of the final
months of this historic presidential campaign with a new understanding of how politics work.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Performance of Politics: Obama's
Victory and the Democratic Struggle for Power is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jean Spence:

Often the book The Performance of Politics: Obama's Victory and the Democratic Struggle for Power will
bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Performance of Politics: Obama's Victory and the Democratic Struggle for Power is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Patricia Mattox:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Performance of Politics: Obama's Victory and
the Democratic Struggle for Power, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Sylvia Ferland:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Performance of Politics: Obama's Victory and the Democratic
Struggle for Power can make you really feel more interested to read.
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