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Horace's first three books of Odes, published together in 23 B.C., are a masterpiece of Augustan literature
and the culmination of classical lyric. Matthew Santirocco provides the first new critical approach to them in
English in more than two decades.

Drawing on recent works on ancient and modern poetry books and using several contemporary critical
methodologies, Santirocco reveals the Odes both as individual poems and as components in a larger poetic
design. His reading of Horace demonstrates that the ensemble is itself an important context for understanding
and appreciating the poetry.

Reconstructing the history of the ancient poetry book, both Greek and Roman, Santirocco challenges certain
common assumptions about its origin and development. He argues that true parallels for the Odes are not to
be found in the other Augustan books, which are relatively homogeneous in content and form, but in the
heterogeneous collections of Hellenistic writers.

Odes I-III comprise eighty-eight poems in twelve different meters, and in tone and topic they vary widely.
Avoiding the two extremes of past scholarship, which either has searched for a single underlying unity or
else has denied any meaningful design, Santirocco uncovers a variety of both static and dynamic structures
and shows their relevance to the literary interpretation of the poems at all levels. Ultimately, the composition
of a poem and the disposition of the group are shown to be analogous activities. Odes I-III do not constitute a
medley of discrete poems but, instead, approximate the unity of a single ode.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie McCormick:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific
Unity and Design in Horace's Odes book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Barbara Mobley:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Unity and Design in Horace's Odes as the daily resource information.

Philip Martin:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Unity
and Design in Horace's Odes, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Cory Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Unity and Design in Horace's Odes reserve
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Unity and Design in Horace's Odes as good
book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book
by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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