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The lush, sun-drenched vineyards of California evoke aromantic, agrarian image of winemaking, though in
reality the industry reflects American agribusiness at its most successful. Nonetheless, as author Erica
Hannickel shows, this fantasy is deeply rooted in the history of grape cultivation in America. Empire of
Vines traces the development of wine culture as grape growing expanded from New Y ork to the Midwest
before gaining ascendancy in California—a progression that illustrates viticulture's centrality to the
nineteenth-century American projects of national expansion and the formation of a national culture.

Empire of Vines detail s the ways woul d-be gentleman farmers, ambitious speculators, horticulturalists, and
writers of all kinds deployed the animating myths of American wine culture, including the classical myth of
Bacchus, the cult of terroir, and the fantasy of pastoral republicanism. Promoted by figures as varied as
horticulturalist Andrew Jackson Downing, novelist Charles Chesnutt, railroad baron Leland Stanford, and
Cincinnati land speculator Nicholas Longworth (known as the father of American wine), these myths
naturalized claims to land for grape cultivation and legitimated national expansion. Vineyards were
simultaneously lush and controlled, bearing fruit at once culturally refined and naturally robust, laying claim
to both earthy authenticity and socia pedigree. The history of wine culture thus reveals nineteenth-century
Americans fascination with the relationship between nature and culture.
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From reader reviews:
Joyce Burke:

The book Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature and Culture in America) make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Empire
of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature and Culture in America) to get your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America
(Nature and Culture in America). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Sylvia Langley:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which isinside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen throughout you if you take Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature
and Culture in America) as your daily resource information.

Scott Rochélle:

The reason? Because this Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature and Culture in America) isan
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you alot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | had been you | will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Ronald Folk:

Isit anindividual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in
America (Nature and Culture in America) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's abook you know. Y ou are so
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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