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LUIS AGUIRRE had been living in Gibraltar for about a month. He had arrived with the intention of sailing
at once upon a vessel bound for Oceanica, where he was to assume his post as a consul to Australia. It was
the first important voyage of his diplomatic career. Up to that time he had served in Madrid, in the offices of
the Ministry, or in various consulates of southern France, elegant summery places where for half the year life
was a continuous holiday. The son of a family that had been dedicated to diplomacy by tradition, he enjoyed
the protection of influential persons. His parents were dead, but he was helped by his relatives and the
prestige of a name that for a century had figured in the archives of the nation. Consul at the age of twenty-
five, he was about to set sail with the illusions of a student who goes out into the world for the first time,
feeling that all previous trips have been insignificant. Gibraltar, incongruous and exotic, a mixture of races
and languages, was to him the first sign of the far-off world in quest of which he was journeying. He
doubted, in his first surprise, if this rocky land jutting into the open sea and under a foreign flag, could be a
part of his native peninsula. When he gazed out from the sides of the cliff across the vast blue bay with its
rose-colored mountains dotted by the bright settlements of La Línea, San Roque and Algeciras,—the cheery
whiteness of Andalusian towns,—he felt convinced that he was still in Spain. But great difference
distinguished the human groups camped upon the edge of this horseshoe of earth that embraced the bay.
From the headland of Tarifa to the gates of Gibraltar, a monotonous unity of race; the happy warbling of the
Andalusian dialect; the broad-brimmed hat; the mantilla about the women's bosoms and the glistening hair
adorned with flowers. On the huge mountain topped by the British flag and enclosing the oriental part of the
bay, a seething cauldron of races, a confusion of tongues, a carnival of costume: Hindus, Mussulmen,
English, Hebrews, Spanish smugglers, soldiers in red coats, sailors from every nation, living within the
narrow limits of the fortifications, subjected to military discipline, beholding the gates of the cosmopolitan
sheepfold open with the signal at sunrise and close at the booming of the sunset gun. And as the frame of this
picture, vibrant with its mingling of color and movement, a range of peaks, the highlands of Africa, the
Moroccan mountains, stretched across the distant horizon, on the opposite shore of the strait; here is the most
crowded of the great marine boulevards, over whose blue highway travel incessantly the heavily laden ships
of all nationalities and of all flags; black transatlantic steamers that plow the main in search of the seaports of
the poetical Orient, or cut through the Suez Canal and are lost in the isle-dotted immensities of the Pacific.
To Aguirre, Gibraltar was a fragment of the distant Orient coming forward to meet him; an Asiatic port
wrenched from its continent and dragged through the waves to run aground on the coast of Europe, as a
sample of life in remote countries. He was stopping at a hotel on Royal Street, a thoroughfare that winds
about the mountain,—that vertebral column of the city to which lead, like thin threads, the smaller streets in
ascending or descending slope. Every morning he was startled from his sleep by the noise of the sunrise
gun,—a dry, harsh discharge from a modern piece, without the reverberating echo of the old cannon.
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Luna Benamor.

Rodney Hussey:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book Luna Benamor seemed to be making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Luna
Benamor is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book
Luna Benamor. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Roxie Jenkins:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Luna Benamor
suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Luna Benamoris one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Jose Crawford:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time, many
ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Luna
Benamor can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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