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In contrast to the common perception that the United Nations is, or should become, a system of collective
security, this paper advances the proposition that the UN Security Council embodies a necessarily selective
approach. Analysis of its record since 1945 suggests that the Council cannot address all security threats
effectively. The reasons for this include not only the veto power of the five permanent members, but also the
selectivity of all UN member states: their unwillingness to provide forces for peacekeeping or other purposes
except on a case-by-case basis, and their reluctance to involve the Council in certain conflicts to which they
are parties, or which they perceive as distant, complex and resistant to outside involvement.

The Council’s selectivity is generally seen as a problem, even a threat to its legitimacy. Yet selectivity,
which is rooted in prudence and in the UN Charter itself, has some virtues. Acknowledging the necessary
limitations within which the Security Council operates, this paper evaluates the Council’s achievements in
tackling the problem of war since 1945. In doing so, it sheds light on the division of labour among the
Council, regional security bodies and states, and offers a pioneering contribution to public and governmental
understanding of the UN’s past, present and future roles.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Sneller:

This Selective Security: War and the United Nations Security Council since 1945 (Adelphi series) are
usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Selective
Security: War and the United Nations Security Council since 1945 (Adelphi series) can be one of many great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual
with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Selective
Security: War and the United Nations Security Council since 1945 (Adelphi series) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ebony Thornton:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is
this Selective Security: War and the United Nations Security Council since 1945 (Adelphi series).

Jim May:

The actual book Selective Security: War and the United Nations Security Council since 1945 (Adelphi
series) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this
book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Olivia Cook:

You can get this Selective Security: War and the United Nations Security Council since 1945 (Adelphi
series) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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