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Set on an island in the South Pacific during the final days of World War II, when the tide has turned against
Japan and the war has unmistakably become one of attrition, The Breaking Jewel offers a rare depiction of
the Pacific War from the Japanese side and captures the essence of Japan's doomed imperial aims. The novel
opens as a small force of Japanese soldiers prepares to defend a tiny and ultimately insignificant island from
a full-scale assault by American forces. Its story centers on squad leader Nakamura, who resists the
Americans to the end, as he and his comrades grapple with the idea of gyokusai, (translated as "the breaking
jewel" or the "pulverization of the gem"), the patriotic act of mass suicide in defense of the homeland.

Well known for his antiestablishment and antiwar sentiments, Makuto Oda gradually and subtly develops a
powerful critique of the war and the racialist imperial aims that proved Japan's undoing.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Scott:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead Books on Asia). You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book The
Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead Books on Asia). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Teresa Sullivan:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book The Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication The Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead Books on Asia) is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Breaking Jewel
(Weatherhead Books on Asia). You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jeffrey David:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Breaking Jewel
(Weatherhead Books on Asia) suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era.
The actual book untitled The Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead Books on Asia)is one of several books in which
everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Breaking Jewel (Weatherhead
Books on Asia), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.
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