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Uplifting the People is a history of the Alabama Missionary Baptist State Convention—its origins, churches,
associations, conventions, and leaders. Fallin demonstrates that a distinctive Afro-Baptist faith emerged as
slaves in Alabama combined the African religious emphasis on spirit possession, soul-travel, and rebirth with
the evangelical faith of Baptists. The denomination emphasizes a conversion experience that brings
salvation, spiritual freedom, love, joy, and patience, and also stresses liberation from slavery and oppression
and highlights the exodus experience. In examining the social and theological development of the Afro-
Baptist faith over the course of three centuries, Uplifting the People demonstrates how black Baptists in
Alabama used faith to cope with hostility and repression.

 

Fallin reveals that black Baptist churches were far more than places of worship. They functioned as self-help
institutions within black communities and served as gathering places for social clubs, benevolent
organizations, and political meetings. Church leaders did more than conduct services; they protested
segregation and disfranchisement, founded and operated schools, and provided community leaders for the
civil rights movement of the mid-20th century.

 

Through black churches, members built banking systems, insurance companies, and welfare structures. Since
the gains of the civil rights era, black Baptists have worked to maintain the accomplishments of that struggle,
church leaders continue to speak for social justice and the rights of the poor, and churches now house day
care and Head Start programs. Uplifting the People also explores the role of women, the relations between
black and white Baptists, and class formation within the black church.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Fanning:

Here thing why this Uplifting the People: Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion &
American Culture) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless
it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Uplifting the People:
Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Uplifting the
People: Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion & American Culture). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Uplifting the People: Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) in e-
book can be your substitute.

Anthony Davidson:

The publication untitled Uplifting the People: Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion &
American Culture) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Uplifting the People: Three
Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Jacki Warner:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Uplifting the People: Three Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama
(Religion & American Culture) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Mildred Kershner:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Uplifting the People: Three
Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) to make your reading is interesting.
Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to



make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Uplifting the People: Three
Centuries of Black Baptists in Alabama (Religion & American Culture) can to be your brand new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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