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Sartre’s Critique of Dialectical Reason ranks with Being and Nothingness as a work of major philosophical
significance, but it has been largely neglected. The first volume, published in 1960, was dismissed as a
Marxist work at a time when structuralism was coming into vogue; the incomplete second volume has only
recently been published in France. In this commentary on the first volume, Joseph S. Catalano restores the
Critique to its deserved place among Sartre’s works and within philosophical discourse as a whole. Sartre
attempts one of the most needed tasks of our times, Catalano asserts—the delivery of history into the hands
of the average person.

 

Sartre’s concern in the Critique is with the historical significance of everyday life. Can we, he asks, as
individuals or even collectively, direct the course of our history? A historical context for our lives is given to
us at birth, but we sustain that context with even our most mundane actions—buying a newspaper, waiting in
line, eating a meal. In looking at history, Sartre argues, reason can never separate the historical situation of
the investigator from the investigation. Thus reason falls into a dialectic, always depending upon the past for
guidance but always being reshaped by the present.

 

Clearly showing the influence of Marx on Sartre’s thought, the Critique adds the historical dimension
lacking in Being and Nothingness. In placing the Critique within the corpus of Sartre’s philosophical
writings, Catalano argues that it represents a development rather than a break from Sartre’s existentialist
phase. Catalano has organized his commentary to follow the Critique and has supplied clear examples and
concrete expositions of the most difficult ideas. He explicates the dialogue between Marx and Sartre that is
internal to the text, and he also discusses Sartre’s Search for Method, which is published separately from the
Critique in English editions.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book A Commentary on Jean-Paul Sartre's Critique of Dialectical
Reason, Volume 1, Theory of Practical Ensembles. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important any book A Commentary on Jean-Paul Sartre's Critique of
Dialectical Reason, Volume 1, Theory of Practical Ensembles. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It
is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Boggs:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is A Commentary on Jean-Paul Sartre's Critique of Dialectical Reason, Volume 1,
Theory of Practical Ensembles this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This
is why this book suitable all of you.

Hazel Freese:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Commentary on Jean-Paul Sartre's
Critique of Dialectical Reason, Volume 1, Theory of Practical Ensembles which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Abigail Shelton:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled
update of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the A Commentary on Jean-Paul Sartre's Critique of Dialectical Reason, Volume 1, Theory of



Practical Ensembles when you desired it?
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