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In the antebellum South, plantation physicians used a new medical device—the spirometer—to show that
lung volume and therefore vital capacity were supposedly less in black slaves than in white citizens. At the
end of the Civil War, a large study of racial difference employing the spirometer appeared to confirm the
finding, which was then applied to argue that slaves were unfit for freedom. What is astonishing is that this
example of racial thinking is anything but a historical relic.

In Breathing Race into the Machine, science studies scholar Lundy Braun traces the little-known history of
the spirometer to reveal the social and scientific processes by which medical instruments have worked to
naturalize racial and ethnic differences, from Victorian Britain to today. Routinely a factor in clinical
diagnoses, preemployment physicals, and disability estimates, spirometers are often “race corrected,”
typically reducing normal values for African Americans by 15 percent.

An unsettling account of the pernicious effects of racial thinking that divides people along genetic lines,
Breathing Race into the Machine helps us understand how race enters into science and shapes medical
research and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Donovan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Breathing Race into the Machine:
The Surprising Career of the Spirometer from Plantation to Genetics will make you to become smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Thomas Gonzalez:

You may spend your free time to see this book this book. This Breathing Race into the Machine: The
Surprising Career of the Spirometer from Plantation to Genetics is simple to deliver you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Herlinda Jerkins:

Beside this particular Breathing Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career of the Spirometer from
Plantation to Genetics in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Breathing Race into the Machine:
The Surprising Career of the Spirometer from Plantation to Genetics because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read
it from currently!

Leroy Barker:

This Breathing Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career of the Spirometer from Plantation to Genetics
is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in
reading this Breathing Race into the Machine: The Surprising Career of the Spirometer from Plantation to
Genetics can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer.
So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be



here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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