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In Era of Experimentation, Daniel Peart challenges the pervasive assumption that the present-day political
system, organized around two competing parties, represents the logical fulfillment of participatory
democracy. Recent accounts of "the rise of American democracy" between the Revolution and the Civil War
applaud political parties for opening up public life to mass participation and making government responsive
to the people. Yet this celebratory narrative tells only half of the story.

By exploring American political practices during the early 1820s, a period of particular flux in the young
republic, Peart argues that while parties could serve as vehicles for mass participation, they could also be
employed to channel, control, and even curb it. Far from equating democracy with the party system,
Americans freely experimented with alternative forms of political organization and resisted efforts to confine
their public presence to the polling place.

Era of Experimentation demonstrates the sheer variety of political practices that made up what subsequent
scholars have labeled "democracy" in the early United States. Peart also highlights some overlooked
consequences of the nationalization of competitive two-party politics during the antebellum period,
particularly with regard to the closing of alternative avenues for popular participation.
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From reader reviews:

Claudine Currie:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Era of
Experimentation: American Political Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian America).

Clarence Jenkins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Era of Experimentation: American Political
Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian America) guide written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Era of Experimentation: American Political Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian
America) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Connie Nixon:

This Era of Experimentation: American Political Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian America) is
great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or
we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Era of Experimentation: American Political Practices in the Early Republic
(Jeffersonian America) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Heather Garcia:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if



you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Era of
Experimentation: American Political Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian America) offer you a new
experience in examining a book.
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