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Many believe that the War on Poverty, launched by President Johnson in 1964, ended in failure. In 2010, the
official poverty rate was 15 percent, almost as high as when the War on Poverty was declared. Historical and
contemporary accounts often portray the War on Poverty as a costly experiment that created doubts about the
ability of public policies to address complex social problems. Legacies of the War on Poverty, drawing from
fifty years of empirical evidence, documents that this popular view is too negative. The volume offers a
balanced assessment of the War on Poverty that highlights some remarkable policy successes and promises
to shift the national conversation on poverty in America.

Featuring contributions from leading poverty researchers, Legacies of the War on Poverty demonstrates that
poverty and racial discrimination would likely have been much greater today if the War on Poverty had not
been launched. Chloe Gibbs, Jens Ludwig, and Douglas Miller dispel the notion that the Head Start
education program does not work. While its impact on children’s test scores fade, the program contributes to
participants’ long-term educational achievement and, importantly, their earnings growth later in life.
Elizabeth Cascio and Sarah Reber show that Title I legislation reduced the school funding gap between
poorer and richer states and prompted Southern school districts to desegregate, increasing educational
opportunity for African Americans.

The volume also examines the significant consequences of income support, housing, and health care
programs. Jane Waldfogel shows that without the era’s expansion of food stamps and other nutrition
programs, the child poverty rate in 2010 would have been three percentage points higher. Kathleen McGarry
examines the policies that contributed to a great success of the War on Poverty: the rapid decline in elderly
poverty, which fell from 35 percent in 1959 to below 10 percent in 2010. Barbara Wolfe concludes that
Medicaid and Community Health Centers contributed to large reductions in infant mortality and increased
life expectancy. Katherine Swartz finds that Medicare and Medicaid increased access to health care among
the elderly and reduced the risk that they could not afford care or that obtaining it would bankrupt them and
their families.

Legacies of the War on Poverty demonstrates that well-designed government programs can reduce poverty,
racial discrimination, and material hardships. This insightful volume refutes pessimism about the effects of
social policies and provides new lessons about what more can be done to improve the lives of the poor.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Jacobs:

The ability that you get from Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on
Poverty and Public Policy) is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Legacies of the
War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Legacies of the War
on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) instantly.

Maude Porter:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Legacies of the War on
Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy) suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Legacies of the War on Poverty 
(The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty and Public Policy)is a single of several books that will
everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Carmela Randle:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on
Poverty and Public Policy). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Robert Ford:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on Poverty
and Public Policy) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative
person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to



change your life at this book Legacies of the War on Poverty  (The National Poverty Center Series on
Poverty and Public Policy). You can more attractive than now.
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