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At the end of World War II, the Soviet secret police installed ten special camps in the Soviet occupation
zone, later to become the German Democratic Republik. Between 1945 and 1950, roughly 154,000 Germans
were held incommunicado in these camps. Whether those accused of being Nazis, spies, or terrorists were
indeed guilty as charged, they were indiscriminately imprisoned as security threats and denied due process of
the law. One third of the captives did not survive. To this day, most Germans have no knowledge of this
postwar Stalinist persecution, even though it exemplifies in a unique way the entangled history of Germans
as perpetrators and victims.
How can one write the history of victims in a “society of perpetrators?” This is only one of the questions
Displaced Terror: History and Perception of Soviet Special Camps in Germany raises in exploring issues in
memory culture in contemporary Germany. The study begins with a detailed description of the camp system
against the backdrop of Stalinist security policies in a territory undergoing a transition from war zone to
occupation zone to Cold War hot spot. The interpretation of the camps as an instrument of pacification rather
than of denacification does not ignore the fact that, while actual perpetrators were a minority, the majority of
the special camp inmates had at least been supporters of Nazi rule and were now imprisoned under life-
threatening conditions together with victims and opponents of the defeated regime. Based on their detention
memoirs, the second part of the book offers a closer look at life and death in the camps, focusing on the
prisoners' self-organization and the frictions within these coerced communities. The memoirs also play an
important role in the third and last part of the study. Read as attempts to establish public acknowledgment of
violence suffered by Germans, they mirror German memory culture since the end of World War II.
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Suppressed Terror: History and
Perception of Soviet Special Camps in Germany (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Angela Dickens:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Suppressed Terror: History and Perception of Soviet
Special Camps in Germany (The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) can be good book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.

Gene Kirkland:

Exactly why? Because this Suppressed Terror: History and Perception of Soviet Special Camps in Germany
(The Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

John Sorrells:

You will get this Suppressed Terror: History and Perception of Soviet Special Camps in Germany (The
Harvard Cold War Studies Book Series) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make



your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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