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As the fiftieth anniversary of Israeli statehood approaches, along with the commemoration of the hundredth
anniversary of the World Zionist Organization, the question of what is meant by a "Jewish" state is
particularly timely. Alan Dowty takes on that question in a book that is admirable for its clarity and its
comprehensive interpretation of the historical roots and contemporary functioning of Israel.

Israeli nationhood, democracy, and politics did not unfold in a social or political vacuum, but developed
from power-sharing practices in pre-state Jewish communities in Palestine and in Eastern Europe. Dowty
elucidates the broad cluster of cultural, historical, and ideological tenets which came to comprise Israel's
contemporary political system. He demonstrates that such tenets were not arbitrary but in fact developed
logically from Jewish political habits and the circumstances of time. Dowty illustrates how these traditions
are balanced with those of ideology and modernization, and he provides an integrated, sophisticated analysis
of the Israeli nation's formation and present state.

Dowty also proposes thoughtful answers to puzzles regarding the strengths and weaknesses of Israeli
democracy in responding to the challenges of communal divisions, religious contention, the country's non-
Jewish minority, and accommodation with the Palestinians. The Jewish State will be invaluable for anyone
looking for that one book that gives an intelligent overview of both Israel today and of its origins.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

The particular book The Jewish State: A Century Later, Updated With a New Preface will bring that you the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Jewish State: A Century Later, Updated With a
New Preface is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Joshua Stamper:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Jewish State: A Century Later, Updated With a New Preface your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get ahead of. The The Jewish State: A Century Later, Updated With a New Preface giving you a
different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life on
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

William Johnson:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Jewish State: A Century Later,
Updated With a New Preface is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Caroline Edwards:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Jewish State: A Century
Later, Updated With a New Preface as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The Jewish State: A Century Later, Updated With a New Preface to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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