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The Progressive Era, a few brief decades around the turn of the last century, still burns in American
memory for its outsized personalities: Theodore Roosevelt, whose energy glinted through his pince-
nez; Carry Nation, who smashed saloons with her axe and helped stop an entire nation from drinking;
women suffragists, who marched in the streets until they finally achieved the vote; Andrew Carnegie
and the super-rich, who spent unheard-of sums of money and became the wealthiest class of
Americans since the Revolution. Yet the full story of those decades is far more than the sum of its
characters. In Michael McGerr's A Fierce Discontent America's great political upheaval is brilliantly
explored as the root cause of our modern political malaise.

The Progressive Era witnessed the nation's most convulsive upheaval, a time of radicalism far beyond the
Revolution or anything since. In response to the birth of modern America, with its first large-scale
businesses, newly dominant cities, and an explosion of wealth, one small group of middle-class Americans
seized control of the nation and attempted to remake society from bottom to top. Everything was open to
question -- family life, sex roles, race relations, morals, leisure pursuits, and politics. For a time, it seemed as
if the middle-class utopians would cause a revolution.

They accomplished an astonishing range of triumphs. From the 1890s to the 1910s, as American soldiers
fought a war to make the world safe for democracy, reformers managed to outlaw alcohol, close down vice
districts, win the right to vote for women, launch the income tax, take over the railroads, and raise feverish
hopes of making new men and women for a new century.

Yet the progressive movement collapsed even more spectacularly as the war came to an end amid race riots,
strikes, high inflation, and a frenzied Red scare. It is an astonishing and moving story.

McGerr argues convincingly that the expectations raised by the progressives' utopian hopes have nagged at
us ever since. Our current, less-than-epic politics must inevitably disappoint a nation that once thought in
epic terms. The New Deal, World War II, the Cold War, the Great Society, and now the war on terrorism
have each entailed ambitious plans for America; and each has had dramatic impacts on policy and society.
But the failure of the progressive movement set boundaries around the aspirations of all of these efforts.
None of them was as ambitious, as openly determined to transform people and create utopia, as the
progressive movement. We have been forced to think modestly ever since that age of bold reform. For all of
us, right, center, and left, the age of "fierce discontent" is long over.
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From reader reviews:

William Hoover:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in A book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer associated with A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in A content
conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and
Fall of the Progressive Movement in A is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

David Williams:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject A Fierce Discontent:
The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in A suitable to you? The book was written by well known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive
Movement in Ais the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number
of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world in this book.

Emily Boyd:

The reserve untitled A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the Progressive Movement in A is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of A Fierce Discontent: The Rise and Fall of the
Progressive Movement in A from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Joyce Hynes:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This A Fierce Discontent: The Rise
and Fall of the Progressive Movement in A is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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