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Burnt by the Sun examines the history of the first Korean diaspora in a Western society during the highly
tense geopolitical atmosphere of the Soviet Union in the late 1930s. Author Jon K. Chang demonstrates that
the Koreans of the Russian Far East were continually viewed as a problematic and maligned nationality
(ethnic community) during the Tsarist and Soviet periods. He argues that Tsarist influences and the various
forms of Russian nationalism(s) and worldviews blinded the Stalinist regime from seeing the Koreans as
loyal Soviet citizens. Instead, these influences portrayed them as a colonizing element (labor force) with
unknown and unknowable political loyalties.

One of the major findings of Chang's research was the depth that the Soviet state was able to influence,
penetrate, and control the Koreans through not only state propaganda and media, but also their selection and
placement of Soviet Korean leaders, informants, and secret police within the populace. From his interviews
with relatives of former Korean OGPU/NKVD (the predecessor to the KGB) officers, he learned of Korean
NKVD who helped deport their own community. Given these facts, one would think the Koreans should
have been considered a loyal Soviet people. But this was not the case, mainly due to how the Russian empire
and, later, the Soviet state linked political loyalty with race or ethnic community.

During his six years of fieldwork in Central Asia and Russia, Chang interviewed about sixty elderly Koreans
who lived in the Russian Far East prior to their deportation in 1937. This oral history along with digital
technology allowed him to piece together Soviet Korean life as well as their experiences working with and
living beside Siberian natives, Chinese, Russians, and the Central Asian peoples. Chang also discovered that
some two thousand Soviet Koreans remained on North Sakhalin island after the Korean deportation was
carried out, working on Japanese-Soviet joint ventures extracting coal, gas, petroleum, timber, and other
resources. This showed that Soviet socialism was not ideologically pure and was certainly swayed by
Japanese capitalism and the monetary benefits of projects that paid the Stalinist regime hard currency for its
resources.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Armstrong:

The book untitled Burnt by the Sun: The Koreans of the Russian Far East (Perspectives on the Global Past) is
the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Burnt by the Sun: The Koreans of the Russian
Far East (Perspectives on the Global Past) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Kenny Grant:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Burnt by the Sun: The Koreans of the Russian Far East (Perspectives on
the Global Past) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Jessica Jackson:

Beside this kind of Burnt by the Sun: The Koreans of the Russian Far East (Perspectives on the Global Past)
in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have Burnt by the Sun: The Koreans of the Russian Far East (Perspectives
on the Global Past) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Sherry Nicholson:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Burnt by the Sun: The Koreans of the Russian Far East (Perspectives on the



Global Past) can make you feel more interested to read.
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