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Prolonged solitary confinement has become a widespread and standard practice in U.S. prisons—even
though it consistently drives healthy prisoners insane, makes the mentally ill sicker, and, according to the
testimony of prisoners, threatens to reduce life to a living death. In this profoundly important and original
book, Lisa Guenther examines the death-in-life experience of solitary confinement in America from the early
nineteenth century to today’s supermax prisons. Documenting how solitary confinement undermines
prisoners’ sense of identity and their ability to understand the world, Guenther demonstrates the real effects
of forcibly isolating a person for weeks, months, or years.

Drawing on the testimony of prisoners and the work of philosophers and social activists from Edmund
Husserl and Maurice Merleau-Ponty to Frantz Fanon and Angela Davis, the author defines solitary
confinement as a kind of social death. It argues that isolation exposes the relational structure of being by
showing what happens when that structure is abused—when prisoners are deprived of the concrete relations
with others on which our existence as sense-making creatures depends. Solitary confinement is beyond a
form of racial or political violence; it is an assault on being.

A searing and unforgettable indictment, Solitary Confinement reveals what the devastation wrought by the
torture of solitary confinement tells us about what it means to be human—and why humanity is so often
destroyed when we separate prisoners from all other people.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Solitary
Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Sonya Ewing:

The book Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Gloria Lockwood:

Beside that Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives in your phone, it may give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with
read it from currently!

Brian Seery:

This Solitary Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives is brand new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Solitary
Confinement: Social Death and Its Afterlives can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for
your better life and knowledge.
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