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A searing novel of forbidden love on the Y orkshire moors—" a British version of One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’'s Nest” (The Times U.K.)—from the author of the critically acclaimed debut Wake

England, 1911. At Sharston Asylum, men and women are separated by thick walls and barred windows. But
on Friday nights, they are allowed to mingle in the asylum’s magnificent ballroom. From its balconies and
high ceilings to its stained glass and gilded dome, the ballroom is a sanctuary. Onstage, the orchestra plays
Strauss and Debussy while the patients twirl across the gleaming dance floor.

Amid this heady ambience, John Mulligan and Ella Fay first meet. John is a sure-footed dancer with a
clouded, secretive face; Ellais as skittish as a colt, with her knobby knees and flushed cheeks. Despite their
grim circumstances, the unlikely pair strikes up atenuous courtship. During the week, he writes |etters
smuggled to her in secret, unaware that Ella cannot read. She enlists afriend to read them aloud and gains
resolve from the force of John’swords, each sentence a stirring incantation. And, of course, there's aways
the promise of the ballroom.

Then one of them receives an unexpected opportunity to leave Sharston for good. As Anna Hope' s powerful,
bittersweet novel unfolds, John and Ellaface an agonizing dilemma: whether to cling to familiar comforts or
to confront a new world—Iliving apart, yet forever changed.

Praise from the U.K. for The Ballroom

“A beautifully wrought novel, atender, heartbreaking and insightful exploration of the longings that survive
in the most inhospitabl e environments.”—Sunday Express

“The Ballroom has dl the intensity and lyricism of [Anna] Hope's debut, Wake. At its heart is atender and
absorbing love story.”—Daily Mail

“Compelling and masterful . . . Anna Hope has proven once again that sheis aluminary in historical fiction. .
.. She delivers profound, poignant narratives that stir the emotions.”—The Yorkshire Post

“Aswith Hope' s highly acclaimed debut novel, Wake, the writing is elegant and insightful; she writes
beautifully about human emotion, landscape and weather.”—The Observer

“A brilliantly moving mediation on what it meansto be ‘insane’ in acruel world . . . All the characters are
vividly and sensitively drawn. . . . Deeply moving.”—The Irish Times

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Walter Cornwell:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyonein thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them isthis The
Ballroom: A Novel.

James Brown:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Ballroom: A Novel guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation The Ballroom: A Novel as good book not just by
the cover but also by content. Thisis one book that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet ancther sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so
why you haveto listening to another sixth sense.

John Jeanbaptiste:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,

do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you

can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Ballroom: A Novel whichis
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

L oretta Jones:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Ballroom: A Novel can be the response, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your extratime by reading
in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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