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In this highly original history of the world’s most famous bicycle race, Christopher S. Thompson, mining
previously neglected sources and writing with infectious enthusiasm for his subject, tells the compelling
story of the Tour de France from its creation in 1903 to the present. Weaving the words of racers, politicians,
Tour organizers, and a host of other commentators together with a wide-ranging analysis of the culture
surrounding the event—including posters, songs, novels, films, and media coverage—Thompson links the
history of the Tour to key moments and themes in French history. He argues persuasively that this hugely
popular sporting event has been instrumental in French attempts to grapple with the great challenges they
have confronted during their tumultuous twentieth century—from World Wars, political divisions, and class
conflict to economic modernization, women’s emancipation, and threats to public health. Examining the
enduring popularity of Tour racers, Thompson explores how their public images have changed over the past
century. He concludes with a discussion of the longstanding practice of doping and considers the complex
case of the seven-time champion Lance Armstrong.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Ross:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Tour de France: A Cultural History.

Herbert Knight:

The experience that you get from The Tour de France: A Cultural History could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Tour de France: A Cultural History giving you joy
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who
read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this The Tour de France: A Cultural History instantly.

Heather Garcia:

Often the book The Tour de France: A Cultural History will bring someone to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very suitable to you. The book The Tour de France: A Cultural History is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Lillian Thornton:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book The Tour de France: A Cultural History was filled regarding science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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