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This book critiques the conceptualization of security found in mainstream and critical theoretical debates,
and applies this to the empirical case of the 2003 Iraq War.

The Iraq War represents one of the most puzzling, complex, and controversial events in the post-Cold War
era. The manner in which the Bush administration finally decided to hold Saddam Hussein accountable
through military intervention provoked a worldwide outcry due to the narratives they constructed to justify
the "pre-emptive use of force" and "enhanced interrogation techniques."

Responding to constructivist and post-structuralist scholars' calls for a turn to discourse, and aligning its
argument with critical security studies, particularly the Copenhagen School (CS), this book conceptualizes
language as a pivotal mechanism of power. Adopting a Wittgensteinian approach, it moves away from
thinking about the nexus between security and language from a single action, or speech act, to a series of
actions or interactions. To illustrate this new approach, the author examines two cases in particular: the UN
inspectors' finding that there was no credible evidence that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) in early 2003 and the Abu Ghraib scandal in 2004. Both events show that the boundaries and
relations between securitized rules and environments are not pre-given but produced in a particular language
game.

This book will be of much interest to students of critical security studies, US foreign policy, and IR in
general.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Hooper:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Securitization and the Iraq War: The rules of
engagement in world politics (Routledge Critical Security Studies) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

James Davis:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Securitization and the Iraq
War: The rules of engagement in world politics (Routledge Critical Security Studies) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
could pick Securitization and the Iraq War: The rules of engagement in world politics (Routledge Critical
Security Studies) become your current starter.

Sheila Dickerson:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Securitization and the Iraq War: The
rules of engagement in world politics (Routledge Critical Security Studies) is simple to develop you can read
it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Nancy Soto:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Securitization and the Iraq War: The
rules of engagement in world politics (Routledge Critical Security Studies) can give you a lot of pals because
by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have Securitization and the Iraq War: The rules of engagement in world politics
(Routledge Critical Security Studies).
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