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Short, immaculately dressed, and shockingly foul-mouthed, Joseph E. Levine (1905--1987) was larger than
life. He rose from poverty in Boston's West End to become one of postwar Hollywood's most prolific
independent promoters, distributors, and producers. Alternately respected and reviled, this master of movie
promotion was responsible for bringing films as varied as Godzilla: King of the Monsters! (1956), Hercules
(1958), The Graduate (1967), The Lion in Winter (1968), and A Bridge Too Far (1977) to American
audiences .

In the first biography of this controversial pioneer, A. T. McKenna traces Levine's rise as an influential
packager of popular culture. He explores the mogul's pivotal role in many significant industry innovations
from the 1950s to the 1970s, examining his use of saturation release tactics and bombastic advertising
campaigns. Levine was also a trailblazer in promoting European art house cinema in the 1960s. He made
Federico Fellini's 8½ (1963) a hit in America, feuded with Jean-Luc Godard over their production of
Contempt (1963), and campaigned aggressively for Sophia Loren to become the first actress to win an Oscar
for a foreign language performance for her role in Two Women (1960).

Despite his significant accomplishments and prominent role in shaping film distribution and promotion in the
post-studio era, Levine is largely overlooked today. McKenna's in-depth biography corrects
misunderstandings and misinformation about this colorful figure, and offers a sober assessment of his
contributions to world cinema. It also illuminates Levine's peculiar talent for movie- and self-promotion, as
well as his extraordinary career in the motion picture business.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Endsley:

The reason why? Because this Showman of the Screen: Joseph E. Levine and His Revolutions in Film
Promotion (Screen Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
it but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Tamika Sheppard:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. Showman of the Screen: Joseph E. Levine and His Revolutions in Film
Promotion (Screen Classics) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short free
time problems.

Reginald Hunter:

This Showman of the Screen: Joseph E. Levine and His Revolutions in Film Promotion (Screen Classics) is
completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit
of digest in reading this Showman of the Screen: Joseph E. Levine and His Revolutions in Film Promotion
(Screen Classics) can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life and also knowledge.

Kevin Hardy:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Showman of the Screen: Joseph E. Levine and
His Revolutions in Film Promotion (Screen Classics) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first



opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the publication Showman of the Screen:
Joseph E. Levine and His Revolutions in Film Promotion (Screen Classics) can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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