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In 1787, the Northwest Ordinance made the Ohio River the dividing line between slavery and freedom in the
West, yet in 1861, when the Civil War tore the nation apart, the region failed to split at this seam. In
Slavery's Borderland, historian Matthew Salafia shows how the river was both a physical boundary and a
unifying economic and cultural force that muddied the distinction between southern and northern forms of
labor and politics.

Countering the tendency to emphasize differences between slave and free states, Salafia argues that these
systems of labor were not so much separated by a river as much as they evolved along a continuum shaped
by life along a river. In this borderland region, where both free and enslaved residents regularly crossed the
physical divide between Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky, slavery and free labor shared as many similarities as
differences. As the conflict between North and South intensified, regional commonality transcended political
differences. Enslaved and free African Americans came to reject the legitimacy of the river border even as
they were unable to escape its influence. In contrast, the majority of white residents on both sides remained
firmly committed to maintaining the river border because they believed it best protected their freedom. Thus,
when war broke out, Kentucky did not secede with the Confederacy; rather, the river became the seam that
held the region together.

By focusing on the Ohio River as an artery of commerce and movement, Salafia draws the northern and
southern banks of the river into the same narrative and sheds light on constructions of labor, economy, and
race on the eve of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Murray:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Slavery's Borderland: Freedom and Bondage Along the Ohio River
(Early American Studies). Try to stumble through book Slavery's Borderland: Freedom and Bondage Along
the Ohio River (Early American Studies) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Thomas Bedwell:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Slavery's Borderland: Freedom and
Bondage Along the Ohio River (Early American Studies) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Slavery's Borderland:
Freedom and Bondage Along the Ohio River (Early American Studies) become your starter.

Peter Gomez:

This Slavery's Borderland: Freedom and Bondage Along the Ohio River (Early American Studies) is great
guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize
word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Slavery's Borderland: Freedom and Bondage Along the Ohio River (Early
American Studies) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Megan Lapointe:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is Slavery's Borderland: Freedom and Bondage Along the



Ohio River (Early American Studies). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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