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Examines the transformative power of irony in the creation of Muslim Africa.

Of Irony and Empire is a dynamic, thorough examination of Muslim writers from former European colonies
in Africa who have increasingly entered into critical conversations with the metropole. Focusing on the
period between World War I and the present, “the age of irony,” this book explores the political and
symbolic invention of Muslim Africa and its often contradictory representations. Through a critical analysis
of irony and resistance in works by writers who come from nomadic areas around the Sahara—Mustapha
Tlili (Tunisia), Malika Mokeddem (Algeria), Cheikh Hamidou Kane (Senegal), and Tayeb Salih
(Sudan)—Laura Rice offers a fresh perspective that accounts for both the influence of the Western,
instrumental imaginary, and the Islamic, holistic one.

“This is one of the rare studies of African literature to bridge the gap between North African and Sub-
Saharan literature, two worlds that rarely meet in the minds of most specialists in the field of African
literature … [it] is a valuable contribution to studies of African literature and society today. For this reason, it
is a book that should be read by all who claim to be specialists in African literature.” — Comparative
Literature Studies

“This book is beautifully written in clear, elegant prose and provides an original, imaginative, and
compelling argument regarding alternative modernities in twentieth-century Africa.” — Winifred Woodhull,
author of Transfigurations of the Maghreb: Feminism, Decolonization, and Literatures

“This is an excellent critical examination of some of Africa’s most celebrated novels and the author
approaches this rather complicated field with a unique commentary and balanced perspective.” — Chouki El
Hamel, Arizona State University

Laura Rice is Professor of Comparative Literature at Oregon State University and cotranslator (with Karim
Hamdy) of Century of Locusts by Malika Mokeddem and Departures by Isabelle Eberhardt.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Of Irony and Empire: Islam, the West, and the
Transcultural Invention of Africa (SUNY series, Explorations in Postcolonial Studies) had been making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The book Of Irony and Empire: Islam, the West, and the Transcultural Invention of Africa (SUNY series,
Explorations in Postcolonial Studies) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Of Irony and Empire: Islam, the West, and the Transcultural Invention of
Africa (SUNY series, Explorations in Postcolonial Studies). You never sense lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Mary Wing:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Of Irony and Empire: Islam, the
West, and the Transcultural Invention of Africa (SUNY series, Explorations in Postcolonial Studies) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Robert Garcia:

The book untitled Of Irony and Empire: Islam, the West, and the Transcultural Invention of Africa (SUNY
series, Explorations in Postcolonial Studies) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-
book of Of Irony and Empire: Islam, the West, and the Transcultural Invention of Africa (SUNY series,
Explorations in Postcolonial Studies) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Phyllis Walters:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Of Irony and Empire: Islam, the West,
and the Transcultural Invention of Africa (SUNY series, Explorations in Postcolonial Studies) to make your
current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at



especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Of
Irony and Empire: Islam, the West, and the Transcultural Invention of Africa (SUNY series, Explorations in
Postcolonial Studies) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of this time.
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