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Explores the resources for contemporary ethics found in the work of the Cheng brothers, canonical neo-
Confucian philophers.

Yong Huang presents a new way of doing comparative philosophy as he demonstrates the resources for
contemporary ethics offered by the Cheng brothers, Cheng Hao (1032–1085) and Cheng Yi (1033–1107),
canonical neo-Confucian philosophers. Huang departs from the standard method of Chinese/Western
comparison, which tends to interest those already interested in Chinese philosophy. While Western-oriented
scholars may be excited to learn about Chinese philosophers who have said things similar to what they or
their favored philosophers have to say, they hardly find anything philosophically new from such comparative
work. Instead of comparing and contrasting philosophers, each chapter of this book discusses a significant
topic in Western moral philosophy, examines the representative views on this topic in the Western tradition,
identifies their respective difficulties, and discusses how the Cheng brothers have better things to say on the
subject. Topics discussed include why one should be moral, how weakness of will is not possible, whether
virtue ethics is self-centered, in what sense the political is also personal, how a moral theory can be of an
antitheoretical nature, and whether moral metaphysics is still possible in this postmodern and
postmetaphysical age.

“This book presents the philosophical ideas of the Cheng brothers intelligently, convincingly, and
powerfully. It is among the best books ever written on the Cheng brothers, including works in the Chinese
language.” — Kam-por Yu, coeditor of Taking Confucian Ethics Seriously: Contemporary Theories and
Applications

Yong Huang is Professor of Philosophy at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He is the editor of Rorty,
Pragmatism, and Confucianism: With Responses by Richard Rorty, and the coeditor (with Yang Xiao) of
Moral Relativism and Chinese Philosophy: David Wong and His Critics, both published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

George Green:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Why Be Moral?: Learning from the
Neo-Confucian Cheng Brothers (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture). All type of book are you
able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Jean Parks:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Why Be Moral?: Learning from the Neo-
Confucian Cheng Brothers (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) is kind of book which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Eugene Flowers:

This Why Be Moral?: Learning from the Neo-Confucian Cheng Brothers (SUNY series in Chinese
Philosophy and Culture) is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Why Be Moral?: Learning from the
Neo-Confucian Cheng Brothers (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Crystal Babin:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best book
for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book Why Be
Moral?: Learning from the Neo-Confucian Cheng Brothers (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve.
It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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