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The western economic and financial crisis began with the collapse of Lehman Brothers in 2008 and led the
European Union countries into recession. After this, governments started to implement austerity measures,
such as cuts in public spending, including public subsidies and jobs, and rising prices. In this context, Europe
started to experience a wave of protest movements. Individuals started to use the manifold interactive digital
media environment to both fight against the austerity measures and find alternative ways of claiming their
democratic rights. Inspired by the 2011 Arab Spring and the Occupy Wall Street movement in New York
(USA), the Occupy LSX encampment in Central London (UK), The Outraged (Los Indignados)/ 15M
encampment in Central Madrid (Spain), the Syntagma Square’s Outraged movement in Athens (Greece) and
the March 12th Movement in Lisbon (Portugal), although short-lived, epitomize an emerging alternative
politics and participation via the media. This wave has promoted a debate on how the realm of politics is
changing, as citizens broaden their ideas of what political issues and participation mean.

Beyond the Internet examines the technological dimension of the recent wave of protest movements in the
United Kingdom, Spain, Portugal, Greece, and Ireland. Offering an opportunity to achieve a better
understanding of the dynamics between society, politics and technology, this volume questions the
essentialist attributes of the Internet that fuel the techno-centric discourse. The contributors illustrate how all
these protest movements were active in the social media and garnered high levels of media attention and
public visibility, in spite of their failure to achieve their political goals. As intra-elite dissent was pivotal in
understanding the Arab uprisings, the coalition of national ruling elites with European institutions in terms of
austerity strategy is essential in understanding the limits of media/technology power and, therefore, the
dissociation between communication and representative power.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Willis:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this Beyond the Internet: Unplugging the
Protest Movement Wave (Routledge Studies in Global Information, Politics and Society) book as nice and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Connie Cornish:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Beyond
the Internet: Unplugging the Protest Movement Wave (Routledge Studies in Global Information, Politics and
Society) suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Beyond the Internet: Unplugging the Protest Movement Wave (Routledge Studies in Global Information,
Politics and Society)is the main of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Loren Velasco:

The e-book with title Beyond the Internet: Unplugging the Protest Movement Wave (Routledge Studies in
Global Information, Politics and Society) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

William McNeill:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Beyond
the Internet: Unplugging the Protest Movement Wave (Routledge Studies in Global Information, Politics and
Society) provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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