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Ancient Jewish sacrifice has long been misunderstood. Some find in sacrifice the key to the mysterious and
violent origins of human culture. Others see these cultic rituals as merely the fossilized vestiges of primitive
superstition. Some believe that ancient Jewish sacrifice was doomed from the start, destined to be replaced
by the Christian eucharist. Others think that the temple was fated to be superseded by the synagogue. In
Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple Jonathan Klawans demonstrates that these supersessionist ideologies have
prevented scholars from recognizing the Jerusalem temple as a powerful source of meaning and symbolism
to the ancient Jews who worshiped there. Klawans exposes and counters such ideologies by reviewing the
theoretical literature on sacrifice and taking a fresh look at a broad range of evidence concerning ancient
Jewish attitudes toward the temple and its sacrificial cult. The first step toward reaching a more balanced
view is to integrate the study of sacrifice with the study of purity-a ritual structure that has commonly been
understood as symbolic by scholars and laypeople alike. The second step is to rehabilitate sacrificial
metaphors, with the understanding that these metaphors are windows into the ways sacrifice was understood
by ancient Jews. By taking these steps-and by removing contemporary religious and cultural biases-Klawans
allows us to better understand what sacrifice meant to the early communities who practiced it. Armed with
this new understanding, Klawans reevaluates the ideas about the temple articulated in a wide array of ancient
sources, including Josephus, Philo, Pseudepigrapha, the Dead Sea Scrolls, New Testament, and Rabbinic
literature. Klawans mines these sources with an eye toward illuminating the symbolic meanings of sacrifice
for ancient Jews. Along the way, he reconsiders the ostensible rejection of the cult by the biblical prophets,
the Qumran sect, and Jesus. While these figures may have seen the temple in their time as tainted or even
defiled, Klawans argues, they too-like practically all ancient Jews-believed in the cult, accepted its symbolic
significance, and hoped for its ultimate efficacy.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Black:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Purity, Sacrifice, and
the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism book as beginning and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Edward Foland:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the
Study of Ancient Judaism book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer of Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism
in the Study of Ancient Judaism content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Maryann Carson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Purity,
Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism suitable to you?
The book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple:
Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaismis the one of several books that everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Marian Knight:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and
Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out
this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend



doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism.
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