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Trade unions in most of Europe are on the defensive: in recent decades they have lost membership,
sometimes drastically; their collective bargaining power has declined, as has their influence on government;
and in many countries, their public respect is much diminished.

This book explores the challenges facing trade unions and their responses in ten west European countries:
Britain, Ireland, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Austria, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, and Italy. Based
on a substantial number of interviews with key union representatives and academic experts in each country,
together with the collection of a large amount of union documentation and background material, the book
gives an account of how trade unionism has evolved in each country, the main
recent challenges that unions have faced, and their responses. The book engages with the debates of the past
two decades on union modernization and revitalization, and more generally with theories of institutional
change and the literature on varieties of capitalism.

Some observers ask whether unions remain relevant socio-economic actors, but challenging times can
stimulate new thinking, and hence provide new opportunities. This book aims to show why trade unions are
(still) important subjects for scientific analysis: first, as a means of collective 'voice' allowing employees to
challenge management control and bringing a measure of balance to the employment relationship; second, as
a form of 'countervailing power' to the socio-economic dominance of
capital; and third, their potential as a 'sword of justice' to defend the weak, vulnerable and disadvantaged,
express a set of values in opposition to the dominant political economy, and offer aspirations for a
different—and better—form of society.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Scott:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Trade Unions in Western Europe:
Hard Times, Hard Choices will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

Henry Stanton:

The e-book with title Trade Unions in Western Europe: Hard Times, Hard Choices posesses a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Brittany Gonzalez:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Trade
Unions in Western Europe: Hard Times, Hard Choices your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get before. The Trade Unions in Western Europe: Hard Times, Hard Choices giving you one more
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era.
So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Linda Justice:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you is Trade Unions in Western Europe: Hard Times, Hard Choices this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some



study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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