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In Cinema Approaching Reality, Victor Fan brings together, for the first time, Chinese and Euro-American
film theories and theorists to engage in critical debates about film in Shanghai and Hong Kong from the
1920s through 1940s. His point of departure is a term popularly employed by Chinese film critics during this
period, bizhen, often translated as “lifelike” but best understood as “approaching reality.” What these
Chinese theorists mean, in Fan’s reading, is that the cinematographic image is not a form of total reality, but
it can allow spectators to apprehend an effect as though they had been there at the time when an event
actually happened.

Fan suggests that the phrase “approaching reality” can help to renegotiate an aporia (blind spot) that
influential French film critic André Bazin wrestled with: the cinematographic image is a trace of reality, yet
reality is absent in the cinematographic image, and the cinema makes present this absence as it reactivates
the passage of time. Fan enriches Bazinian cinematic ontology with discussions on cinematic reality in
Republican China and colonial Hong Kong, putting Western theorists—from Bazin and Kracauer to
Baudrillard, Agamben, and Deleuze—into dialogue with their Chinese counterparts. The result is an eye-
opening exploration of the potentialities in approaching cinema anew, especially in the photographic
materiality following its digital turn.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Herrick:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Cinema Approaching Reality:
Locating Chinese Film Theory to read.

Kenneth Leishman:

Here thing why this kind of Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide
that similar with Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Cinema
Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory in e-book can be your choice.

Louis Cline:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory.

Anthony Koch:

This Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory is brand-new way for you who has
attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this



one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style
for your better life and knowledge.
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