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A.S.J. Tessimond (1902-1962) was one of the most individual, versatile and approachable voices in 20th
century poetry. Influenced at first by the Imagists, his poetry is remarkable for its lucidity and formal
exactness and for its witty, humane depiction of life in the modern city. Out of step with his contemporaries
– both Pound and Eliot as well as Auden and his followers – Tessimond was always a marginalised figure,
publishing only three collections in his lifetime, one in each decade from 1934 to 1958. Yet his work has
been popular enough to be included in numerous anthologies and has been a perennial favourite with
listeners of radio programmes such as Poetry Please. This edition is a reissue of the posthumous Collected
Poems edited by his friend the writer Hubert Nicholson, who characterised his poems as 'beautiful, shapely,
well wrought and elegant, whether in public of private mode', penetrating the heart of both London and
England: 'His hallmark, his unique contribution to the body poetic, is to be found in those poems
encapsulating urban types…and the institutions that shape and demarcate their lives, the popular press and
radio, films, money, advertising, houses, tube stations, the implacable streets... He wrote a good deal about
love, its hopes and ecstasies and its frustrations and sadness.' As Nicholson has pointed out, Tessimond
wrote many poems in the first person, 'but they are not in the least egotistical. They are imaginative
projections of himself into types, places, generalised Man, even God or Fate.' He was 'entirely a man of the
city', his 'landscape' pieces depicting Hyde Park Corner, Chelsea Embankment, a Paris café and even an
overcrowded bus in Jamaica. 'He loved the life around him and was a meditative as well as an observant
man. He reflected, and reflected on, the passing show, kindly, honestly, and with wit and wisdom.'
Tessimond has been described as an eccentric, a night-lifer, loner and flâneur. He loved women, was always
falling in love, but never married. He suffered from frequent bouts of depression, alleviated neither by a
succession of psychiatrists nor by electric shock therapy. The fact that he was plagued by self-doubt and was
fiercely critical of his own work must have contributed to his work being too little published and too much
neglected, despite being championed by an extraordinary variety of admirers, from Michael Roberts, John
Lehmann and Ceri Richards to Bernard Levin, Maggie Smith, Bill Deedes and Trevor McDonald. Maggie
Smith read his poem 'Heaven' at the funeral of Bernard Levin, for whom Tessimond was 'a quiet voice,
which makes it easy to miss the resonances, but they are there, and although I doubt if he will achieve a
widespread fame, I am sure that any future anthology of twentieth-century English verse that does not
include a sample of his work will be less complete, less representative and less valuable than it might have
been.' In an obituary for The Times, Tessimond's friend, the critic George Rostrevor Hamilton, said he was
'modest about his poetry, and sometimes thought it too small to be worthwhile. But over and above a dry wit
and fancy, he had an exquisite feeling for words, meticulous but, like himself, without affectation. In his own
way he was unrivalled.'
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Davenport:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Collected Poems: with translations from
Jacques PrÃ©vert is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Harry Duffey:

The knowledge that you get from Collected Poems: with translations from Jacques PrÃ©vert will be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Collected Poems: with translations from Jacques
PrÃ©vert giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Collected Poems:
with translations from Jacques PrÃ©vert instantly.

Jacob Florence:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Collected Poems: with
translations from Jacques PrÃ©vert suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in
this era. The book untitled Collected Poems: with translations from Jacques PrÃ©vertis one of several books
this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Williams Carter:

This Collected Poems: with translations from Jacques PrÃ©vert is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Collected Poems: with translations from Jacques PrÃ©vert in your hand like having the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with
ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr.



and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?
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