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A compelling analysis of how "middling" Americans entertained themselves and how these entertainments
changed over time.

The changing styles of middle-class home entertainments, Melanie Dawson argues, point to evolving ideas
of class identity in U.S. culture. Drawing from 19th- and early-20th-century fiction, guidebooks on leisure,
newspaper columns, and a polemical examination of class structures, Laboring to Play interrogates the ways
that leisure performances (such as parlor games, charades, home dramas, and tableaux vivants) encouraged
participants to test out the boundaries that were beginning to define middle-class lifestyles.

From 19th-century parlor games involving grotesque physical contortions to early-20th-century recitations of
an idealized past, leisure employments mediated between domestic and public spheres, individuals and class-
based affiliations, and ideals of egalitarian social life and visible hierarchies based on privilege. Negotiating
these paradigms, home entertainments provided their participants with unique ways of performing displays
of individual ambitions within a world of polite social interaction.

Laboring to Play deals with subjects as wide ranging as social performances, social history (etiquette and
gentility), literary history, representations of childhood, and the history of the book.
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

Often the book Laboring to Play: Home Entertainment and the Spectacle of Middle-Class Cultural Life,
1850-1920 will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Laboring to Play: Home
Entertainment and the Spectacle of Middle-Class Cultural Life, 1850-1920 is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Joseph Kidwell:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. Laboring to Play: Home Entertainment and the Spectacle of Middle-Class Cultural Life,
1850-1920 can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Mark Garcia:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Laboring to Play: Home Entertainment and the
Spectacle of Middle-Class Cultural Life, 1850-1920 can give you a lot of good friends because by you
considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
Let's have Laboring to Play: Home Entertainment and the Spectacle of Middle-Class Cultural Life, 1850-
1920.

Jimmy Miller:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading through,
not only science book and also novel and Laboring to Play: Home Entertainment and the Spectacle of
Middle-Class Cultural Life, 1850-1920 or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Laboring to Play: Home Entertainment and the
Spectacle of Middle-Class Cultural Life, 1850-1920 to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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