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Murder Stories engages with the current theoretical debate in death penalty research on the role of cultural
commitments to ‘American’ ideologies in the retention of capital punishment. The central aim of the study is
to illuminate the elusive yet powerful role of ideology in legal discourses. Through analyzing the content and
processes of death penalty narratives, this research illuminates the covert life of ‘the American Creed,’ (a
nexus of ideologies—liberty, egalitarianism, individualism, populism, and laissez faire—said to be unique to
the United States) in the law.
Murder Stories draws on the entire record of California death sentence resulting trials from three large and
diverse California counties for the years 1996 – 2004, as well as interviews with 26 capital caseworkers
(attorneys, judges, and investigators) from the same counties. Employing the theoretical framework proposed
by Ewick and Silbey (1995) to study hegemonic and subversive narratives, and also the ethnographic
approach advocated by Amsterdam and Hertz (1992) to study the producers and processes of constructing
legal narratives, this book traces the ideological content carried within the stories told by everyday
practitioners of capital punishment by investigating the content, process, and ideological implications of
these narratives.
The central theoretical finding is that the narratives constructed by both prosecutors and defenders tend to
instantiate rather than subvert the ideological tenets of the American Creed.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Murder Stories: Ideological Narratives in Capital Punishment (Issues in Crime and
Justice), you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a reserve.

Monte Lawson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Murder Stories: Ideological Narratives
in Capital Punishment (Issues in Crime and Justice), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Barbara Lewis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Murder Stories: Ideological Narratives
in Capital Punishment (Issues in Crime and Justice) book written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still doubt Murder Stories: Ideological Narratives in Capital Punishment (Issues in Crime and Justice) as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't
ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Karin Decker:

You can get this Murder Stories: Ideological Narratives in Capital Punishment (Issues in Crime and Justice)
by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information



about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's
try to choose right ways for you.
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