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The generalship of Robert E. Lee, the Confederacy's greatest commander, has long fascinated students of the
American Civil War. In assessing Lee and his military career, historians have faced the great challenge of
explaining how a man who achieved extraordinary battlefield success in 1862–1863 ended up surrendering
his army and accepting the defeat of his cause in 1865. How, in just under two years, could Lee, the Army of
Northern Virginia, and the Confederacy have gone from soaring triumph at Chancellorsville to total defeat at
Appomattox Court House?

In this reexamination of the last two years of Lee's storied military career, Ethan S. Rafuse offers a clear,
informative, and insightful account of Lee's ultimately unsuccessful struggle to defend the Confederacy
against a relentless and determined foe. Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy describes the great
campaigns that shaped the course of this crucial period in American history, the challenges Lee faced in each
battle, and the dramatic events that determined the war's outcome.

In addition to providing readable and richly detailed narratives of such campaigns as Gettysburg, Bristoe
Station, Spotsylvania, and Appomattox, Rafuse offers compelling analysis of Lee's performance as a
commander and of the strategic and operational contexts that influenced the course of the war. He superbly
describes and explains the factors that shaped Union and Confederate strategy, how both sides approached
the war in Virginia from an operational standpoint, differences in the two sides' respective military
capabilities, and how these forces shaped the course and outcome of events on the battlefield.

Rich in insights and analysis, this book provides a full, balanced, and cogent account of how even the best
efforts of one of history's great commanders could not prevent the total defeat of his army and its cause. It
will appeal to anyone with an interest in the career of Robert E. Lee and the military history of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Ilene Venne:

This Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the
Civil War Era) is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always
deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using
great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The
American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny
right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt that?

Gregory Richards:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the
Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jeanette Williams:

This Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the
Civil War Era) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief
your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865
(The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read
this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Frank Foushee:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified
as of book Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on
the Civil War Era). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add



your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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