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By blending multiple strands of thought into one ideology, Chinese Syncretists of the pre-imperial period
created an essential guide to contemporary ideas about society and government. Merging traditions such as
Ruism, Mohism, Daoism, Legalism, and Yin-Yang naturalism into their work, Syncretists supported an
integrated intellectual approach that contrasted with the exclusivist philosophies of Confucianism and
Daoism. Presenting the first full English translation of the earliest example of a Syncretist text, this volume
introduces Western scholars to both the brilliance of the syncretic method and a critical work of Chinese
leadership.

Written by Shi Jiao, China’s first syncretic thinker, during the Warring States Period of 481 to 221 BCE,
Shizi is similar to Machiavelli’s The Prince in dispensing wisdom to would-be rulers. Its twin pillars of
advice encourage self-cultivation and effective government, recommending that rulers maintain self-
discipline, hire reliable people, delegate power consistently and transparently, and promote in orderly
fashion. The people, in turn, would emulate their leader’s detachment and objectivity, and the state would
function justly and peacefully. Paul Fischer provides an extensive introduction and chapter by chapter
summary and analysis, outlining the importance of syncretism in Chinese culture, along with the text’s
particular features, authorship, transmission, loss, and reconstruction over time. The Shizi set the stage for a
long history of syncretic endeavor in China, and its study provides insight into the vital traditions of early
Chinese philosophy. It also constructs a template for interpreting other well-known works, such as the
Confucian Analects, the Daoist Laozi, the Mohist Mozi, and the Legalist Shang jun shu
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Miller:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Shizi: China's First Syncretist to read.

Edda Allen:

The reserve untitled Shizi: China's First Syncretist is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see
the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book,
hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Shizi:
China's First Syncretist from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Phillip Vargas:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Shizi: China's First Syncretist, you
can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Sharon Wilson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Shizi: China's First Syncretist can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those
short free time problems.
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