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When the Soviet Union collapsed, the White House announced with great fanfare that 100 FBI
counterintelligence agents would be reassigned. Their new target: street gangs. Americans--filled with fear of
crack-dealing gangs--cheered the decision, as did many big-city police departments. But this highly
publicized move could be an experience in futility, suggests Malcolm Klein: for one thing, most street gangs
have little to do with the drug trade.
The American Street Gang provides the finest portrait of this subject ever produced--a detailed accounting,
through statistics, interviews, and personal experience, of what street gangs are, how they have changed,
their involvement in drug sales, and why we have not been able to stop them. Klein has been studying street
gangs for more than thirty years, and he brings a sophisticated understanding of the problem to bear in this
often surprising book. In contrast to the image of rigid organization and military-style leadership we see in
the press, he writes, street gangs are usually loose bodies of associates, with informal and multiple
leadership. Street gangs, he makes clear, are quite distinct from drug gangs--though they may share
individual members. In a drug-selling operation tight discipline is required--the members are more like
employees--whereas street gangs are held together by affiliation and common rivalries, with far less
discipline. With statistics and revealing anecdotes, Klein offers a strong critique of the approach of many law
enforcement agencies, which have demonized street gangs while ignoring the fact that they are the worst
possible bodies for running disciplined criminal operations--let alone colonizing other cities. On the other
hand, he shows that street gangs do spur criminal activity, and he demonstrates the shocking rise in gang
homicides and the proliferation of gangs across America. Ironically, he writes, the liberal approach to gangs
advocated by many (assigning a social worker to a gang, organizing non-violent gang activities) can actually
increase group cohesion, which leads to still more criminal activity. And programs to erode that cohesion,
Klein tells us from personal experience, can work--but they require intensive, exhausting effort.
Street gangs are a real and growing problem in America--but the media and many law enforcement officials
continue to dispense misleading ideas about what they are and what they do. In The American Street Gang,
Malcolm Klein challenges these assumptions with startling new evidence that must be understood if we are
to come to grips with this perceived crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Seay:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The American Street Gang: Its
Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Luis Herrick:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in
Crime and Public Policy) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and
Control (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you still
thinking The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and Public
Policy) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Leroy Raymond:

The event that you get from The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in
Crime and Public Policy) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words
the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The
American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The American
Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) instantly.

Anthony Jones:

The book untitled The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control (Studies in Crime and
Public Policy) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the



book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.
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