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"The genius of Aleksandar Hemon's prose is a well-established, universally acknowledged fact. But his
ability to read a soccer match—to really, deeply understand it—will strike readers with the force of pure,
ecstatic revelation. His essays on the game are the very definition of pleasure." —Franklin Foer, author of
How Soccer Explainsthe World

" Some people believe football isa matter of life and death. | am very disappointed with that attitude. | can
assure you it is much, much more important than that." —Bill Shankly, legendary Liverpool F.C. manager

Asthe world's eyes turn to Brazil for the kickoff of the 2014 World Cup, Aleksandar Hemon reminds us of a
sad fact: "an average life seldom contains more than twenty World Cups—our games are tragically
numbered." We need to pay attention, to absorb the joy, the skill, the agony, the triumph, the
beauty—everything that soccer is. And soccer is, of course, everything.

In these pages, Hemon revisits memories of his first World Cup (1974), for which his then homeland,

Y ugoslavia, qualified in dramatic fashion—only to quickly lose their way out of the tournament. He takes us
through the World Cups of the eighties, nineties, up through South Africain 2010—and to the brink of the
2014 World Cup, which is a specia one for Hemon: the first time in the country's history that Bosnia and
Herzegovina has qualified.

Played out on the world stage—both in the World Cup and in soccer's international professional
leagues—soccer is a high-stakes enterprise full of extreme passion, extreme talent, extreme money, and often
extreme politics. But Hemon is also quick to point out that a game of soccer requires only areasonably flat
surface, asufficiently round object, and someone to show up, and he regales us with stories of the heated
games of hisyouth in Sargjevo's gravel courtyards, of the frozen pick-up games of his adulthood in Chicago,
and now, of his daughter's dlightly less intense soccer practices, replete with cones and shin guards.

Hemon has been celebrated far and wide for hisfiction and essays, but here he takes on what istruly his
lifelong, animating passion: soccer. It's more than a sport, it's certainly not "exercise," and it's not even
enough to say soccer islife (as Shankly pointed out). Soccer is, in fact, the beautiful game—and never more
so than in these pages. Even if, despite al of America's best efforts, Hemon still occasionally insists on
calling it "football."
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From reader reviews:
Teddy Mendoza:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students as they are till students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Matters of Life, Death, and
More: Writing on Soccer (Kindle Single). All type of book could you see on many methods. Y ou can ook
for the internet resources or other social media.

Norma L orentzen:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guarderia until university need this The Matters of Life, Death, and
More: Writing on Soccer (Kindle Single) to read.

Charles Felton:

Now aday those who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Matters of Life, Death, and More: Writing on
Soccer (Kindle Single) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

James Well:

Isit you who having sparetimein that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Matters of Life, Death, and More: Writing on
Soccer (Kindle Single) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are consequently out of
date, spending your extratime by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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