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A Store Almost in Sight tells the story of commercial development in central Missouri from the early days of
American settlement following the Louisiana Purchase to the Civil War. Focusing on those counties near or
on the Missouri River, historian Jeff Bremer confirms that the history of the frontier is also the history of the
spread of capitalist values. The letters, journals, diaries, and travel accounts of Missouri settlers and visitors
reveal how small decisions made by Missouri’s rural white settlers—ranging from how much of a certain
crop to plant to how many eggs to take to the local store—contributed to the establishment of a market
economy in the state.

Most Missourians welcomed the opportunity to take part in commercial markets. Farmwomen sold eggs or
butter to peddlers and in nearby towns, while men took surplus corn or pork to stores for credit. Immigrants
searched for the most fertile land closest to waterways, to ensure they would have large harvests and an easy
way to ship them to market. Families floated farm goods downriver until steamboats transformed rural life
by drastically reducing the cost of transportation and boosting farm production and consumption. Traders
also trekked west across the plains to trade at the inland entrepôt of Santa Fe. The waves of migrants headed
for Oregon and California in the 1840s and 1850s further encouraged commercial development. However,
most white settlers lacked the necessary financial means to be capitalists in a technical sense, seeking instead
a “competency,” or comfortable independence.

This fresh reinterpretation of the American frontier will interest anyone who wants to understand the
economic and social significance of westward migration in U.S. history. It gives the reader a gritty,
grassroots sense of how ordinary people made their livings and built communities in the lands newly opened
to American settlement.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book A Store Almost in Sight: The Economic Transformation
of Missouri from the Lousiana Purchase to the Civil War (Iowa and the Midwest Experience). You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
A Store Almost in Sight: The Economic Transformation of Missouri from the Lousiana Purchase to the Civil
War (Iowa and the Midwest Experience). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Edna McArdle:

The book with title A Store Almost in Sight: The Economic Transformation of Missouri from the Lousiana
Purchase to the Civil War (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Amanda Grant:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book A Store Almost in Sight: The Economic
Transformation of Missouri from the Lousiana Purchase to the Civil War (Iowa and the Midwest
Experience) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book provides high quality.

Patsy Kuster:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping A Store Almost in
Sight: The Economic Transformation of Missouri from the Lousiana Purchase to the Civil War (Iowa and the
Midwest Experience) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.



Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick A Store Almost in Sight: The Economic Transformation of
Missouri from the Lousiana Purchase to the Civil War (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) become your own
starter.
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