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In 2003, an FBI-led task force known as Operation Fly Trap attempted to dismantle a significant drug
network in two Bloods-controlled, African American neighborhoods in Los Angeles. The operation would
soon be considered an enormous success, noted for the precision with which the task force targeted and
removed gang members otherwise entrenched in larger communities. In Operation Fly Trap, Susan A.
Phillips questions both the success of this operation and the methods used to conduct it. Based on in-depth
ethnographic research with Fly Trap participants, Phillips’s work brings together police narratives, crime
statistics, gang cultural histories, and extensive public policy analysis to examine the relationship between
state persecution and the genesis of violent social systems. 

Crucial to Phillips’s contribution is the presentation of the voices and perspectives of both the people living
in impoverished communities and the agents that police them. Phillips positions law enforcement
surveillance and suppression as a critical point of contact between citizen and state. She tracks the
bureaucratic workings of police and FBI agencies and the language, ideologies, and methods that prevail
within them, and shows how gangs have adapted, seeking out new locations, learning to operate without
hierarchies, and moving their activities more deeply underground. Additionally, she shows how the targeted
efforts of task forces such as Fly Trap wreak sweeping, sustained damage on family members and the
community at large. Balancing her roles as even-handed reporter and public scholar, Phillips presents
multiple flaws within the US criminal justice system and builds a powerful argument that many law
enforcement policies in fact nurture, rather than prevent, violence in American society. 
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From reader reviews:

Georgetta Watson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Operation Fly Trap: L.
A. Gangs, Drugs, and the Law. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Jordan Sena:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the guide untitled Operation Fly Trap: L. A. Gangs, Drugs, and the Law can be very good book
to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Leslie Bergeron:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is definitely Operation Fly Trap: L. A. Gangs, Drugs, and the Law.

Joyce Hynes:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Operation Fly Trap: L. A. Gangs, Drugs, and
the Law as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Operation Fly Trap: L. A. Gangs, Drugs, and the Law to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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