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Amid the soaring grandeur of arches and spires lurks a more down-to-earth architectural flourish: the
grinning head of agargoyle. Singly and clustered, these intriguing creatures form as distinctive an element of
Gothic architecture as the flying buttress. Nowhere are they more prominent than along the walls of French
cathedrals, and this magnificently illustrated volume prowls the ramparts of those medieval buildingsto
discover hundreds of authentic gargoyle carvings.

According to tradition, the gargoyles were posted as sentries, to ward off malevolent spirits and to remind
parishioners of the evil beyond the church doors. Author Lester Burbank Bridaham takes a more optimistic
view. Noting the stone guardians whimsical nature, he discusses the artisanal ingenuity involved in their
creation. He also points out how they represented arare sense of freedom in the Middle Ages, in terms of
public satire and unbridled artistic enthusiasm. Asthis book reveals, the timeless appeal of the
gargoyle—whether symboalic, spiritual, decorative, or fanciful—continues to captivate the imagination.
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From reader reviews:
William Hoover :

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Gargoyle
Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture)? Maybe it isto get best activity for you.
Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Noah Cale:

The book untitled The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) isthe
guide that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did alot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from
Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Agnes Shivers:

The e-book with title The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gathic Architecture (Dover Architecture) has
lot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. Thiskind of book
exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you within new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Terrance Pitt:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
The Gargoyle Book: 572 Examples from Gothic Architecture (Dover Architecture) when you necessary it?
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