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This highly readable new collection of thirty pieces by Michael Oakeshott, almost all of which are previously
unpublished, covers every decade of his intellectual career, and adds significantly to his contributions to the
philosophy of historical understanding and political philosophy, as well as to the philosophy of education
and aesthetics. The essays were intended mostly for lectures or seminars, and are consequently in an
informal style that will be accessible to new readers as well as to those already well acquainted with
Oakeshott’s works. Early pieces include a long essay ‘On the Relations of Philosophy, Poetry, and Reality’,
and Oakeshott’s comments on ‘The Cambridge School of Political Science’ through which he himself had
passed as an undergraduate. The collection also reproduces a substantial wartime essay ‘On Peace with
Germany’. There are two new essays on the philosophy of education, and the essay which gives the work its
title, ‘What is History?’, is just one of over half a dozen discussions of the nature of historical knowledge.
Oakeshott’s later sceptical, ‘hermeneutic’, thought is also well represented by pieces such as ‘What is
Political Theory?’ and ‘The Emergence of the History of Thought.’ Reviews of books by English and
European contemporaries such as Butterfield, Hayek, Voegelin, and Arendt also help to place him in context
more clearly than before. The book will be indispensable for all Oakeshott’s readers, no matter which area of
his thought concerns them most.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Hillyer:

The book What Is History?: v. 1 (Michael Oakeshott Selected Writings) make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book What Is
History?: v. 1 (Michael Oakeshott Selected Writings) to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like available and read a reserve What Is History?: v. 1 (Michael Oakeshott Selected
Writings). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how
do you think about this publication?

Tina McKinney:

The book What Is History?: v. 1 (Michael Oakeshott Selected Writings) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important
thing like a book What Is History?: v. 1 (Michael Oakeshott Selected Writings)? Several of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book What Is History?: v. 1 (Michael Oakeshott Selected Writings)
has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Cindi Russell:

Typically the book What Is History?: v. 1 (Michael Oakeshott Selected Writings) will bring someone to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book What Is History?: v. 1 (Michael Oakeshott
Selected Writings) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Molly Salazar:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this What Is History?: v. 1 (Michael Oakeshott
Selected Writings) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt What Is History?: v. 1 (Michael
Oakeshott Selected Writings) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
guide that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.
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