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A fascinating comparison of the work of Heinrich von Kleist and Herman Melville.

Figures of Simplicity explores a unique constellation of figures from philosophy and literature—Heinrich
von Kleist, Herman Melville, G. W. Leibniz, and Alexander Baumgarten—in an attempt to recover
alternative conceptions of aesthetics and dimensions of thinking lost in the disciplinary narration of
aesthetics after Kant. This is done primarily by tracing a variety of “simpletons” that populate the writings of
Kleist and Melville. These figures are not entirely ignorant, or stupid, but simple. Their simplicity is a way of
thinking; one that author Birgit Mara Kaiser here suggests is affective thinking. Kaiser avers that Kleist and
Melville are experimenting in their texts with an affective mode of thinking, and thereby continue, she
argues, a key line within eighteenth-century aesthetics: the relation of rationality and sensibility. Through her
analyses, she offers an outline of what thinking can look like if we take affectivity into account.

Birgit Mara Kaiser is Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature at Utrecht University in the Netherlands.
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From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

This book untitled Figures of Simplicity: Sensation and Thinking in Kleist and Melville (SUNY series,
Intersections: Philosophy and Critical Theory) to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Wendell Darnell:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Figures of Simplicity: Sensation and Thinking in Kleist
and Melville (SUNY series, Intersections: Philosophy and Critical Theory) can give you a lot of close friends
because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like
an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Figures of Simplicity: Sensation and Thinking in Kleist
and Melville (SUNY series, Intersections: Philosophy and Critical Theory).

Jessica Keith:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes examining,
not only science book but also novel and Figures of Simplicity: Sensation and Thinking in Kleist and
Melville (SUNY series, Intersections: Philosophy and Critical Theory) or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to include
their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Figures of Simplicity:
Sensation and Thinking in Kleist and Melville (SUNY series, Intersections: Philosophy and Critical Theory)
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Joy Hutchinson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Figures of Simplicity: Sensation and Thinking in Kleist and Melville (SUNY series, Intersections:



Philosophy and Critical Theory) when you desired it?
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