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Mystics are path-breaking religious practitioners who claim to have experience the infinite, word-defying
Mystery that is God. Many have been gifted writers with an uncanny ability to communicate the great
realities of life with both a theologian's precision and a poet's lyricism. They use words to jolt us into
recognizing ineffable mysteries surging beneath the surface of our lives and within the depths of our hearts
and, by their artistry, can awaken us to see and savor fugitive glimpses of a God-drenched world.

In Mystics, William Harmless, S.J., introduces readers to the scholarly study of mysticism. He explores both
mystics' extraordinary lives and their no-less-extraordinary writings using a unique case-study method
centered on detailed examinations of six major Christian mystics: Thomas Merton, Bernard of Clairvaux,
Hildegard of Bingen, Bonaventure, Meister Eckhart, and Evagrius Ponticus. Rather than presenting
mysticism as a subtle web of psychological or theological abstractions, Harmless's case-study approach
brings things down to earth, restoring mystics to their historical context.

Harmless highlights the pungent diversity of mystical experiences and mystical theologies. Stepping beyond
Christianity, he also explores mystical elements within Islam and Buddhism, offering a chapter on the
popular Sufi poet Rumi and one on the famous Japanese Zen master Dogen. Harmless concludes with an
overview of the century-long scholarly conversation on mysticism and offers a unique, multifaceted optic for
understanding mystics, their communities, and their writings. Geared toward a wide audience, Mystics
balances state-of-the-art scholarship with accessible, lucid prose.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Mystics book as nice and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

David Long:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Mystics can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

David Hogan:

This Mystics is new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Mystics can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Amy Davis:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Mystics can give you a lot of close friends
because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Mystics.
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