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Up until the end of the eighteenth century, the way Ottomans used their clocks conformed to the inner logic
of their own temporal culture. However, this began to change rather dramatically during the nineteenth
century, as the Ottoman Empire was increasingly assimilated into the European-dominated global economy
and the project of modern state building began to gather momentum.  In Reading Clocks, Alla Turca, Avner
Wishnitzer unravels the complexity of Ottoman temporal culture and for the first time tells the story of its
transformation. He explains that in their attempt to attain better surveillance capabilities and higher levels of
regularity and efficiency, various organs of the reforming Ottoman state developed elaborate temporal
constructs in which clocks played an increasingly important role. As the reform movement spread beyond
the government apparatus, emerging groups of officers, bureaucrats, and urban professionals incorporated
novel time-related ideas, values, and behaviors into their self-consciously “modern” outlook and lifestyle.
Acculturated in the highly regimented environment of schools and barracks, they came to identify efficiency
and temporal regularity with progress and the former temporal patterns with the old political order.

Drawing on a wealth of archival and literary sources, Wishnitzer’s original and highly important work
presents the shifting culture of time as an arena in which Ottoman social groups competed for legitimacy and
a medium through which the very concept of modernity was defined. Reading Clocks, Alla Turca breaks new
ground in the study of the Middle East and presents us with a new understanding of the relationship between
time and modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

With other case, little folks like to read book Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late
Ottoman Empire. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important a book Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late Ottoman Empire. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's read.

Mary Jones:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and
Society in the Late Ottoman Empire book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Dawn Fernandez:

This Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late Ottoman Empire is great e-book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time and Society in the Late Ottoman Empire in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Silvia Doucet:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very important
and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your teacher or
lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories of books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Reading Clocks, Alla Turca: Time



and Society in the Late Ottoman Empire.
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